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with the bombardment of Alexandria. But as
he was not on duty with the British forces he
could not get permission to join the landing-
party. There can be little doubt that he
expected the authorities at Alexandria to insist
on retaining him; his services as a Sapper or
with the Intelligence would have been of real
value. Sir Beauchamp Seymour actually wired
to Cyprus asking for an extension of the leave.
But the High Commissioner had got his back
up; when granting leave he had no idea that
his surveyor was off to Alexandria, and there-
fore he flatly refused any extension. By
missing the boat by which he ought to have
returned, Kitchener granted himself an extra
week, after which he reluctantly came back to
Cyprus and accepted with bad grace the official
reproof. The High Commissioner did not con-
sider that zeal for active service constituted an
excuse for absence without leave.
For some time relations seem to have been
strained, and Kitchener was held to his work
in Cyprus. This was unfortunate, for Wolseley
would have been glad to have the Arabic expert
for his Tel-el-Kebir campaign. By the end of
1882, the campaign was over, and Sir Evelyn
Wood, as first Sirdar, began to raise a new
Egyptian Army under a select band of British
officers. He telegraphed^ to Kitchener asking
him to come as second-in-command of the
Cavalry. There was no likelihood of further
operations, and even if any such operations
developed, the raw untrained Egyptian-
Cavalry would not have any share in them.
The Sirdar's offer jvas accepted, but without